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 Winton Woods 

Superintendent 

Anthony G. Smith 

assured those 

attending his spring 

State of the Schools 

address that some 

things in the district 

would remain the 

same—delivering a 

quality education to 

all students through 

project-based 

learning and the New 

Tech Network 

model, supporting 

students in the 

district’s alternative education program and continuing to engage the community in 

district decisions.   

The changes that are happening are all positive ones: the number of students participating 

in the College Credit Plus program will more than double next year and the high school’s 

ACT scores continue to rise. Smith also introduced a new initiative called “Warrior 

Experts,” asking for volunteers who would be community experts for student projects and 

presentations.  

The biggest change coming to the district is the construction of new facilities—a K-6 

campus in Greenhills and a 7-12 campus in Forest Park. This is a result of voters 

approving a bond issue in November 2016, for which Smith expressed his thanks. 



Construction should begin in Autumn 2018 or Spring 2019, with a target of Spring 2021 

to be in the buildings. In addition to the two new campuses, Smith discussed the creation 

of a Preschool Village on the current site of Winton Woods Intermediate School, as the 

district’s preschool program—which recently earned a five-star top rating from the State 

of Ohio—is at capacity. 

Smith used a more casual, interview format for this State of the Schools address, taking 

questions from moderator Steven Easley, a district consultant and business partner. Other 

highlights of the one-hour presentation included updates on the district’s new crew and 

lacrosse teams, the announcement of the district’s Best Communities for Music 

Education honor for the second year in a row, and a re-cap of the Night of Freedom event 

at the National Underground Railroad Freedom Center that is slated to take place again 

next year.  

“Winton Woods City Schools will continue to create opportunities for all students as we 

engage them in a holistic educational experience,” said Smith.  

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods Superintendent Anthony G. Smith (left) is shown at 

his spring State of the Schools address with Steven Easley.  

 

 Winton Woods City Schools is in its second year of a two-year educational 

transformation that is bringing New Tech Network (NTN) and project-based learning to 

every school in the district. It is only the second school district in the nation to implement 

this education model.  

For the 2017-2018 school year, the district’s preschool, primary and elementary school 

students will be fully immersed in project-based learning and New Tech Network. “I 

think we can look forward to different experiences for our younger students, where they 

really can start making connections between the different academic disciplines as they 

learn,” said Dr. Terri Holden, executive director of teaching and learning for the district. 

“As they learn to read, and as they learn to compute, they’re able to make connections 

and really get deeper into that learning.”   

Yet with all the educational changes the district is implementing, the Ohio Learning 

Standards that are being taught remain the same. “This doesn’t change our curriculum,” 

said Winton Woods Primary North Principal Kevin Jones. “It changes the platform from 

which we’re delivering the curriculum. Our students will gain additional skills, going 

above and beyond just learning the facts or the skills required to read, write and do math 

calculations.”     

At the preschool level, Principal Elizabeth Styles said students will continue doing what 

children naturally do. “Preschoolers come to us naturally inquisitive, wanting to know 

about the world around them and to learn new things,” Styles said. “We’re looking into 

implementing projects that may start off with getting to know yourself and the world 

around you, as well as adding structure to the projects that we already do.” 

“Our projects will continue to be standards based, just as they are at the upper grades,” 

said Jones. “We will still be teaching students those skills that they acquire at the earlier 



grades, but I think we’ll be doing it in a way that’s going to be more engaging to them, 

allowing them to collaborate with one another, develop their voice in oral communication 

skills and use technology.”   

“Students will be the owners of their learning,” said Winton Woods Primary South 

Principal Danielle Wallace. “This is an incredible opportunity for the teacher and the 

student to collaborate on the design of the instructional process.”   

Winton Woods Elementary School Principal Adrienne Martin said she wants her third 

and fourth graders to be “strong, critical thinkers. We will reimagine teaching and 

learning. We want our students to be able to think on the spot, use inductive reasoning 

and use their explorative side to develop answers and solutions to various problems. We 

want our students to be able to analyze problems and use various strategies to solve the 

problems. It’s not one way of learning.” 

And how will these curriculum changes change the classroom itself for younger learners?  

“I think this is an excellent opportunity for us to capitalize on our students’ natural need 

for movement,” said Wallace. “Our staffs need to focus on cultivating a culture in our 

buildings where movement is expected and where children are encouraged to move and 

to have natural spaces where they work, instead of always sitting at a table or desk. 

People may come into our buildings and see kids working in the hallways or in an 

outdoor classroom environment versus what would be a traditional school setting.” 

Martin has been able to preview some New Tech project-based learning classrooms at her 

school this year, giving students the opportunity to develop a blueprint of how the 

classroom would be set up. “We gave them some ownership and some voice and some 

choice as to how to develop their culture within their classroom,” she said. “We believe 

that this experience is a more engaging and authentic experience for our students.” 

With the passage of the recent bond issue and the construction of two new campuses for 

Winton Woods City Schools, Holden said the district has started to envision the physical 

requirements necessary to be a New Tech Network district. “We want to do the work 

with integrity and support student learning at all grade levels,” she said. 

As all four principals look into the future of New Tech Network and project-based 

learning in their schools, they all focus on the success of their students and staff through 

the transition. “After the first year, I’d like to see that our students are stronger 

independent learners, thinkers and doers,” said Martin. “I want them to be empowered to 

collaborate with others and speak and communicate with any and every one that comes to 

the school. They will be ambassadors, as opposed to just students.” 

Jones said he would like to see “a turn toward the growth mindset for students and for 

adults. I believe we can learn anything if we apply ourselves, put in the effort, have the 

right attitude and persist in the face of a challenge. I’m excited for our children to be 

engaged in real work and to have them coming to school with a greater purpose.”  

“I would love to see staff members and students who are learning to ask those deeper 

questions and to work together so that by the time they go to kindergarten they are ready 

to hit the ground running,” said Styles.      



Wallace said she already has a theme in mind for her school for next year: Believing the 

Impossible. “What I want to see and what I expect from my staff and my students is a 

new level of empowerment,” she said. “I think New Tech brings a new light to what’s 

possible. Our students and staff will walk this walk together, with our parents and 

community watching. We won’t let them down.”  

 

 Winton Woods High 

School’s high-

achieving seniors 

were recognized with 

an Academic Signing 

Day on Friday, May 

5, in the school's 

library. The scholars, 

who all earned 

honors diplomas from 

the State of Ohio, 

took part in a 

ceremony 

reminiscent of 

athletic signing 

events. The 

announcement was 

made of the colleges 

the students had 

applied to, and the students shared where they had chosen to attend. Students' families, 

college admissions representatives, board members, civic officials, and business and 

community leaders were in attendance to celebrate with the scholars.  

To receive an honors diploma from the State of Ohio, students must meet all but one of 

the following criteria, unless it is a minimum graduation requirement: 

 4 units of Math  

 4 units of Science 

 4 units of Social Studies 

 3 units of World Languages 

 1 unit of Fine Arts 

 3.5 GPA on a 4.0 scale 

 27 on the ACT or 1280 or higher on the SAT. 

To receive a career technical honors diploma from the State of Ohio (indicated with an 

asterisk), students must meet the following criteria: 

 4 units of Math  

 4 units of Science 

 4 units of Social Studies 

 2 units of World Languages 

 4 units of career-technical courses 



 3.5 GPA on a 4.0 scale 

 27 on the ACT; 1280 or higher on the SAT; WorkKeys: 6 or higher on Reading 

for Information and 6 or higher on Applied Mathematics 

 Field Experience 

 Portfolio 

 Additional Assessments: earn an industry-recognized credential or achieve 

proficiency benchmark for appropriate Ohio Career-Technical Competency 

Assessment or equivalent. 

Recognized were: 

 Valedictorian Noah Smith, Johns Hopkins University 

 Salutatorian Celeste Hackmann, Hanover College 

 Nicholas Behrendt – University of Cincinnati 

 Jaedyah Edwards – Northern Kentucky University 

 Ashley Lewis – Mount St. Joseph University 

 Karen Sanchez – University of Cincinnati 

 Andie Lariccia – University of Cincinnati 

 Lauren Onianwa – The Ohio State University 

 *Imaiyia Scott – Xavier University 

 William Simpson – Otterbein University 

 Kira Stiggers – The Ohio State University 

 Aniya Madaria – University of Cincinnati 

 Diamond Goodson – Cincinnati State 

 *Shelby McKinney – New Mexico State University 

 Jasmine Smith – University of Cincinnati 

 Christyana Bolls – The Ohio State University 

 *Asa Vines – Wright State University 

 *Sayra Gutierrez Carrera – Cincinnati State 

 Brianna Richard – Bowling Green State University 

 *Grace Kent – Ohio University 

 Je’Leah Brown – Bowling Green State University 

 Elliott Wolke – University of Cincinnati 

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods City Schools’ 2017 Honor Diploma Scholars are 

(front, l-r) Karen Sanchez, Je’Leah Brown, Kira Stiggers, Valedictorian Noah Smith, 

Salutatorian Celeste Hackmann, Diamond Goodson, Brianna Richard, Christyana Bolls; 

(back, l-r) Nicholas Behrendt, Ashley Lewis, Jasmine Smith, Andie Lariccia, Laura 

Onianwa, Jaeydah Edwards, Will Simpson, Asa Vines, Shelby McKinney, Grace Kent. 

Not shown: Sayra Gutierrez Carrera, Aniya Madaris, Imaiyia Scott, and Elliot Wolke.    

  



 Winton Woods City Schools’ 

unbroken streak of earning 

superior ratings at Ohio 

Music Education Association 

(OMEA) state level 

competition continued this 

year with Superior ratings 

earned by both Varsity 

Ensemble in Class AA and 

Women’s Chorale in class C. 

The class refers to the level 

of music difficulty and 

ranges from AA, which is 

the hardest level, to class D, 

which is the easiest. 

Joe Whatley, Winton Woods High School’s director of choirs, and Beth Miller, Winton 

Woods High School’s associate choir director, are continuing to uphold a legacy of 

musical excellence begun decades ago at the school. “We are so proud of all our 

students,” said Whatley. “They conducted themselves with the professionalism and poise 

of a much older and more experience ensemble.”   

Five choirs from the Winton Woods High School participated in OMEA Adjudicated 

District Contest on March 10-11. Superior ratings of “1” were earned by Varsity 

Ensemble in Class AA and Women’s Chorale in class C, qualifying those groups for state 

contest. Excellent ratings of “2” were earned by Bella Voce—the high school’s advanced 

women’s choir—in Class A; Intermezzo—the school’s intermediate women’s 

ensemble—in Class B; and Men’s Chorus in Class C.  

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods High School’s Associate Choir Director Beth Miller 

and Director of Choirs Joe Whatley hold this year’s plaques from OMEA State Contest 

that will be inscribed for Varsity Ensemble and Women’s Chorale.  

 



 Rain canceled some of the activities for Winton 

Woods High School’s Prom Promise Day, but 

Forest Park Fire Department Deputy Chief 

Jermaine Hill and the others who supported the 

May 4 event still hope students got the message of 

making good choices on prom night. “We want 

our students to understand that drinking and/or 

texting while driving is dangerous and illegal,” 

said Hill. “Fifty-one people are injured every two 

minutes as a result of intoxicated driving. Texting 

and driving is six times more likely to get you in 

an accident than drunk driving. Hopefully, our 

efforts on days like this can positively impact the 

students.”  

At the high school, students were able to play 

cornhole wearing a special pair of glasses 

designed to simulate the reflexes and physical 

responses that happen when someone is 

intoxicated. Junior Chris Allen said wearing the 

glasses made him feel like he was “in another 

dimension.” There were also giveaways of 

reflective snap bracelets, bracelets with the message “dnt txt n drV,” plastic fire helmets, 

and safety literature. Students could sign the Prom Promise Pledge to stay sober and take 

their photo in front of a large Prom Promise banner.  

“We love our students,” said Hill. “They have bright futures ahead of them. It's our 

privilege, pleasure, and responsibility to give them every chance at being successful. Our 

students and children are bombarded with so many negative messages under the guise of 

being ‘cool’ that we have to balance it out with the positive.”  

Participating in this year’s Prom Promise event were the Forest Park Fire and Police 

Departments, Forest Park AAA/Bob Sumerel Tire, and Winton Woods High School staff 

and students.   

PHOTO CAPTION: Jermaine Hill, deputy chief with the Forest Park Fire Department, 

cheers as Winton Woods High School seniors Christyana Bolls and Guilli Dia sign the 

AAA Prom Promise Pledge.    

 

 When Team Skylight—Winton Woods Middle school seventh graders Aitana Lopez, 

Kavita Nelson and Shawn Pierson—chose to study the effects of natural and artificial 

light on student achievement for a class project, they didn’t know it would lead to a 



meeting with Steve Denny, the district’s executive 

director of business affairs. But with the construction 

of new schools for the district slated to begin in 2018 

or 2019, the team couldn’t keep their findings to 

themselves.  

They wanted Denny to know that they found that 

building features like skylights and courtyards—

which let in natural light—could help to increase 

alertness, achievement and test scores. And energy 

costs could be affected by decisions like planting 

deciduous trees outside of south-facing windows to 

provide shade in the summer and allow the sun to 

shine in in the winter. Or that using full spectrum 

light bulbs, that imitate natural light and last longer 

than regular bulbs, can save energy and cost.  

“It was interesting to learn about the importance of 

daylighting to students as an energy saver as well as 

an overall productivity driver,” said Denny. He said 

he would give the students an A+ on their 

presentation. “They’ve really done their homework 

on this and thought like design professionals, seeing things not only from the student 

perspective but also from this more high-level vantage point as well.” 

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods Middle School’s Team Skylight members Kavita 

Nelson (left) and Shawn Pierson show the project presentations they gave district 

business manager Steve Denny. Aitana Lopez is not shown.   

 



 Dionne Cage was named Athletic Booster of the Year at 

Winton Woods High School’s Spring Sports Awards 

ceremony on Monday, May 8. Cage is shown with 

Winton Woods High School Athletic Director David 

Lumpkin. Photo by Linda Schiltz.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The 2017 Spring Sports Awards ceremony was held at Winton Woods High School on 

Monday, May 8, to honor those athletes participating in baseball, girls crew, boys 

lacrosse, softball, boys tennis, boys track, and girls track. Special awards presented 

include:    

Baseball 

Most Improved – Mark Andrews 

Warrior Award – Cameron Mills 

Charlie Fredrick Sportsmanship Award – Kristopher Smith 

Most Valuable Player – Jack Schramm  

Crew 
Most Improved – Ramona Castro Ramos 

Warrior Award – Kimberly Vargas 

Charlie Fredrick Sportsmanship Award – Aversa Prentosito 

Most Valuable Player – Lauren Onianwa 

 

Lacrosse 
Most Improved – Jamal Young and Seth Okoh Okai 

Warrior Award – Nigel Akalanana and Jason Young 

Charlie Fredrick Sportsmanship Award – Ke’Ron Patton and Jose Duenas Lopez 

Most Valuable Player – Eddie Levett and Jesse Campbell Jr. 

 Softball 

Most Improved - Dominique Brooks and Chiquira Reeves 

Warrior Award – Kayla Haugabrook and Aaliyah Scott 

Charlie Fredrick Sportsmanship Award – Courtnei Brown and Sydney Fuller 



Most Valuable Offensive Player – Camryn Brown 

Most Valuable Defensive Player – Alesha Alexander 

Boys Tennis 
Most Improved Player – Komi Sewovi 

Warrior Award – Houman Laknajour 

Charlie Fredrick Sportsmanship Award – Jacob Kleinwachter 

Most Valuable Player – Isaac Boateng 

Boys Track 
Warrior Award – Tyrell Moss 

Most Valuable Player – Mark Davis 

Girls Track 
Most Improved – Tatiana Brown and Kyeaira Bess 

Warrior Award - Keeyori Evans and Laura Onianwa 

Charlie Fredrick Sportsmanship Award – Camaia Smith 

and Dominique Perry 

Most Valuable Runner – Madison Jenkins 

Most Valuable Field – Tatiana Brown 

Warrior 212 Award – Madison Jenkins, Keeyori Evans, 

Damekeonna Hamilton-Bryant, Tatiana Brown, Brianna 

Richard, Camaia Smith, Kamille Austin 

Courage Award – Bolade’ Vera-Philpot 

Career Track Award – Brianna Richard 

Academic Awards (GPA of 3.5 and above) 
Akrm Ahmed, Nicholas Behrendt, Kyeaira Bess, Jada 

Burns, Ploy Chawthanasit, Jasmine Horner, Madison 

Jenkins, Jasmine Johnson, Jasmine Johnson, Genevieve 

Lilly, Stephanie Lopez, Celine Mertens, Anne-Marie 

Nightingale, Laura Onianwa, Dominique Perry, Aversa 

Prentosito, Jada Ray, Chiquira Reeves, Brianna Richard, 

Lillie Rideout, Komi Sewovi, Kira Stiggers, Divine 

Uwase, Kimberly Vargas, Caleb Willis, Ernest Wolke.  

PHOTO CAPTION: Lauren Onianwa, a member of Winton Woods High School’s 

inaugural girls’ crew, was named Most Valuable Rower at the school’s spring sports 

awards. She is shown with Coach Patrick Riester (left) and Athletic Director David 

Lumpkin. Photo by Linda Schiltz.  

 



 

 

 

 Twenty-two students 

from Winton Woods 

Primary South were 

honored as “bucket 

fillers” in April for their 

caring and kind actions. 

The students received a 

t-shirt and certificate and 

were invited to spend 

time with Principal 

Danielle Wallace on 

May 9.     Chosen by 

their teachers for April 

were: Logan Woody, 

Summer Bostic, Niel 

Myers, Paola Lopez, 

Janiyla Cunningham, 

Max Garcia, Scarlette 



Ulloa, Ka’moni Lyles, Leovardo Torres Davila, Edward Jackson, Jacqueline Reyes-

Nava, Jaquari Hanson, Demetrius Overstreet, Cameron Stroud, Dillip Dahal, Robert 

Hinton, Eva Featherstone, Nathalie Duenas Lopez, Keyon Hutcheson, Bianca Morales 

Lemus, Jack White and Terriion Grant.    

 

PHOTO CAPTION: Bucket fillers for the month of April at Winton Woods Primary 

South are shown with Principal Danielle Wallace. Photo by Cindy Boehm. 

 

 

 Schools will dismiss early on May 23, 24 and 25.   

 

 

UPCOMING DISTRICT EVENTS 

(please check the website for building specific events)  

 

Wed 

May 10 

  7:30pm – 

9:30pm 

WWMS Choir Tune-Up Concert 

Mon 

May 22 

 

May 23,          

24, 25 

  6:30pm – 

8:00pm 

 

Board of Education Monthly Meeting - 1215 W Kemper Rd, 

Cincinnati, OH 45240, USA 

 

 

Early Dismissal 

Thu 

May 25 

   

All day 

 

Last Day for Students 

    

  All day Graduation 

Fri May 

26 

  All day Last Day for Teachers 

Mon 

May 29 

  All day Memorial Day 

Tue 

May 30 

  All day Staff Reports/Professional Development Day 

Fri Jun 

2 

  All day Report Card Distribution 



Mon 

Jun 5 

  6:30pm – 

7:30pm 

WWC PTA Executive Meeting 

Mon 

Jun 12 

  6:30pm – 

8:00pm 

Board of Education Work Session - 1215 W Kemper Rd, 

Cincinnati, OH 45240, USA 

 

  

Winton Woods Today is brought to you by: Gina Burnett, designer; Teresa Cleary, writer and 

photographer.   

 


